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On Feb. 3, weekly news magazine Limena Si reported that National Police agents are preparing
to strike at "any moment." Citing members of the "clandestine police command," the magazine
said the officers are demanding improved working conditions, higher wages and structural
reorganization. Police sources say 100,000 agents are organized into three corps: general police,
technical police and security police. The rank and file are demanding a minimum monthly wage
of 150 million intis (US$300). At present, salaries range from $110 per month for the equivalent of
an entry-level police private (guard) to $350 per month for the top rank of general. Wages of public
sector employees, including police and military troops, were raised by the government in January.
In statements appearing in the local media on Feb. 3, Economy Minister Juan Carlos Hurtado Miller
said another increase is under consideration. However, the wage hike will not be implemented until
the first phase of the government's public sector work force reduction plan (voluntary resignation)
is concluded. On Feb. 1, the deadline for the first phase was extended for 15 days. The extension
does not apply to the National Police force. On Feb. 4, Interior Minister Adolfo Alvarado told
reporters that "in the next few hours" military troops will begin patrolling the streets of Lima to
maintain public order. Police officers were confined to barracks and precinct stations. The Feminine
Police Movement (MFPP), comprised of policemen's wives, announced Sunday evening that the
officers would launch a strike beginning Feb. 5. A police strike on Feb. 5, 1975, resulted in dozens of
police and civilian deaths after military troops intervened. Peru's police force is subject to military
regulations, and thus, strikes are prohibited. Work stoppages are defined as mutiny. Members of the
police force supporting the strike are demanding the removal of military-style regulations. (Basic
data from EFE, 02/03/91, 02/04/91; AFP, 02/04/91)
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